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uniform elevation, by means of which we should turn the
high ground of the Geest on the promontory between the
Weser and the mouth of the Elbe.

In view of a blockade, presumably by the French, the
protection of Heligoland by the neutrality of England has
till now been to our advantage; a French squadron could
have no coal depdt there, but would be obliged, In order
to get supplies, to return to a French port at regular and
not too long intervals, or would have to maintain a large
number of tenders constantly going backwards and for-
wards. Now we should have to defend the rock with our
own forces if we wished to hinder the French from gain-
ing a firm footing there in case of war. What the reasons
were that relaxed the resistance of the Committee of Na-
tional Defence in the year 1885, I do not know. Perhaps
Count Moltke had in the meantime convinced himself that
the idea of an alliance between Germany and Denmark,
which he had formerly entertained, was impracticable,